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overview 

The organization of the "People's Mojahedin Iran" 1 (called in Farsi "Modjahedin-

E-Khalq" or MEK for short) was until recently a powerful and militant Iranian 

opposition group, the target of the violent overthrow of the Iranian government 

system would have. Until the overthrow of Saddam Hussein, she maintained a 

military arm in Iraq with the National Liberation Army (NLA) in Iraq, which was 

responsible for numerous terrorist attacks in Iran in the past. 

As the political arm of the MEK in Europe and North America, the "National Council 

of Resistance of Iran" (NCRI) is active, among other things through massive 

propaganda and systematic fundraising activities occurs. 

Again and again, the MEK succeeds in attracting the attention of the public through 

vociferous and professional agitation. An unprecedented climax was the self-

immolation campaign in London, Paris, Rome and Bern on 17/18. June 2003. 

The reason for this was the intervention of French security forces during a 

preliminary investigation into the MEK on suspicion of criminal money-raising 

methods, the creation of a terrorist group and other offenses (search of the MEK 

European headquarters in Paris and twelve other properties as well as the 

temporary fixing of more than 150 Trailers). During the searches, i.a. $ 9 million in 

cash, as well as high-range communication devices and transmitters. Around 

eleven officials, including Maryam Radjavi, wife of MEK leader Massoud Radjavi, 

were issued arrest warrants. Shortly thereafter, Maryam Radjavi, known by the 

organization as Iran's exile president, was released, as was the rest of the 

detainees. 

Through smart lobbying, the organization tries to influence public opinion as well 

as social and political decision-makers in order to enhance its own status in the 

public and in the political sphere. It repeatedly tries to establish contact with 

government representatives and parliamentarians at federal and state level in 

Germany in order to inform them about the organization's allegedly democratic 



goals and to seek political support. In particular, the NWRI is pursuing the goal of 

repealing the listing of the MEK as a terrorist organization, which was first staged 

in Europe in May 2002. The highlight of this NHLI lobbying work to date in Germany 

was a visit by Maryam Radjavi from 23-27. November 2008 in Berlin. 

NCRI and MEK have been observers of the constitutional protection authorities for 

many years, above all because of the violence displayed by the MEK or NLA until 

2001/2002. 

Especially in light of the developments in Iraq, this publication describes the current 

situation and significance of the organization. It continues to represent the 

totalitarian character of the MEK, which, although its military arm is considered 

broken, has not yet distanced itself explicitly from the use of force as an option for 

action in the context of political struggle. 

 

1 Founding and Ideology of the "People's Modjahedin Iran "(MEK) 

The MEK was founded in 1965 by young intellectuals of the Iranian middle class as 

an opposition to the then monarchist Shah regime. 

The Revolutionary-Marxist organization developed an ideology that linked Islam to 

Marxism. In the first years after the foundation, the existence of the group was kept 

secret. Its members were organized in separate cells and under the authority of a 

central collective. They studied the revolutionary theories based on the Marxist 

doctrine and the concepts of guerrilla struggle of Ho Chi Minh, Che Guevara and 

others. They also analyzed the history of Islam and interpreted the Shia2 as a 

protest movement against class exploitation and state repression. In addition, the 

founders of the MEK were inspired by the teachings of Dr. Ing. Ali Shariati, a 

contemporary Iranian scholar, is of the opinion that Shi'ite Islam in its essential 

characteristics is fundamentally revolutionary. Under the impact of the revolutions 

in Algeria and Cuba and the Vietnam War, the MEK also developed an anti-

imperialist, anti-Western and anti-American concept. 

This concept prescribed armed struggle on the one hand and propaganda war as a 

means of attaining political power on the other. Non-violent reformism has always 

been rejected by the organization. For example, a statement by the MEK founders 

published in November 1974 stated: 



"We had to ask ourselves the question: what should be done? The answer was 

straightforward: armed struggle! " 

This commitment to violence has the strategic conception of the MEK determined 

since its foundation. 

Implementation of the theory into practice was preceded by contacts with the 

"Palestine Liberation Organization" (PLO), which enabled members of the MEK to 

undergo military training in camps in Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. 

1.1 Fight against the Iranian government system before the "Islamic revolution" 

The beginning of the armed struggle by the MEK dates back to 1971. On the 

occasion of the 2,500th anniversary of the Persian monarchy, the organization had 

planned to blow up the main elec- tricity plant in Tehran; The attack could be 

thwarted, however. After months of investigation, numerous members of the 

organization were arrested in 1972 by Savak, the secret service of the Shah. Among 

them was today's MEK leader Massoud Radjavi. 

The subsequent executions and prison sentences of members did not weaken the 

organization. Detained MEK members recruited fellow inmates and the 

organization carried out armed action outside prisons. In the following years 

explosives attacks on US and Iranian institutions increased. Between 1973 and 

1976, six US nationals - three officers and three businessmen - were the victims of 

assassinations in Iran, to which the organization confessed. 

Since the end of 1977, there have been some civil war-like conflicts between the 

Shah-hostile groups and the regime in Iran. In the autumn of 1978, under the 

leadership of Ayatollah Khomeini, who was living in exile in France, the so-called 

Islamic Revolution was launched with the aim of overthrowing the Shah regime and 

creating a theocratic social system ("Welayat e-fagih" - "supreme jurist rule") to 

build. During this time, the interned Shah released numerous political prisoners, 

including a number of members of the MEK. These should play a significant role in 

Iran's further domestic development. 

Khomeini returned to Teheran on February 1, 1979, after the Shah had been 

overthrown and left the country forever. 

1.2 Fight against the Iranian state system after the "Islamic revolution" 



In the course of the seizure of power by Khomeini was imprisoned since 1972 in jail 

Massoud Radjavi. As with most of the other opponents of the Shah, Khomeini also 

found considerable support and mobilization potential in the ranks of the MEK. 

Supporters of the MEK, along with partisans of Khomeini, were also involved in the 

occupation of the US Embassy in Teheran and the hostage-taking of the personnel 

(November 1979). Both groups combined an anti-American attitude. However, 

following increasing international pressure, Iran's new clerical leadership has taken 

hostages after 444 days of imprisonment The MEK and conservative clerics around 

Khomeini broke up because of the anti-American attitude of the MEK supporters 

who strongly opposed this release. 

Furthermore, the "People's Mojahedin" failed to achieve its socialist goals or secure 

a position in Iran's new political structure. In 1981, opposition groups, including the 

MEK, united in the fight against the Shah, losing the post-revolutionary power 

struggle against Khomeini's conservative clerics. The intensifying domestic tensions 

reached their climax when on 20 June 1981 a mass demonstration of 500,000 

Khomeini opponents was violently disbanded by Revolutionary Guards. This was 

followed by raids on the offices of the "People's Mojahedin" and mass arrests and 

executions of their officials and supporters. The "People's Mojahedin" responded 

with a series of bloody bomb attacks on facilities and agents of the new 

government. With two devastating attacks on the power elite of the state with 

more than 100 dead was also killed by President Ali Rajai and Prime Minister 

Mohammad Javad Bahonar. The Iranian state responded to this challenge by 

banning the organization and ruthless persecution of its followers. Until the recent 

past, this included the long-term imprisonment, torture or death of thousands of 

followers. 

Given that further political activity was not possible in Iran, MEK leader Massoud 

Radjavi decided in July In 1981, together with his then-father-in-law, the Iranian 

President Abdul Hassan Bani Sadr5, who had recently been deposed by Khomeini, 

fleeing to France. There, both began building the "National Resistance Council of 

Iran" (NCRI), an umbrella organization of "left" Iranian opposition groups. The 

increasingly powerful dominance of the "People's Mojahedin" and its leader 

Massoud Radjavi soon after shaped this merger and subsequently led numerous 



groups and individuals, including Bani Sadr, to quit NCRI, which has since become 

a mouthpiece the MEK acts. 

Presumably under pressure from the French government Radjavi had to leave in 

1986 his exile. Accompanied by a large part of his leadership and supporters, he 

moved his headquarters to Iraq, which since 1980 was with Iran in a mutually loss-

making war. With the support of then-Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, Radjavi 

founded the National Liberation Army (NLA), a rebel army of about 4,000 militants 

who were militarily trained and armed by Iraq. In the summer of 1988, shortly 

before the Iranian / Iranian truce, the NLA made a deal with the Iraqi The armed 

forces coordinated an attack on Iranian territory, but the Iranian military repulsed 

it with large losses from the NLA.  

Since then, the Iranian people have largely rejected the "People's Mojahedin" as 

co-ordinators of the hated Iraqi regime. 

2 The political program of the "National Resistance Council of Iran "(NCRI) 

Outside of Iran, the organization of the "People's Modjahedin" is represented by 

its political arm NCRI. 

This MEK-dominated union of a meanwhile small one Number of organizations and 

numerous individuals constituted themselves 1993 in Paris as the so-called Iranian 

exile parliament. According to its own information, it has about 550 members. 

The bogus parliament, which was not legitimized by any representative elections 

among Iranians living abroad, elected in the same year the wife of Massoud Radjavi, 

Maryam Radjavi, as the "future president of Iran." 

The rules of procedure, at least every three months Meeting of the so-called 

parliament only required meetings were fangs were regularly held in Paris as the 

official seat, later replaced by sporadic meetings at the MEK headquarters in Iraq. 

Due to the complete destruction of headquarters at bombing by US forces during 

the Iraq War (2003), however, the MEK lost this central base. 

The NCRI pretends to represent the interests of the Iranian people as the "only 

democratic alternative to the current Iranian regime" and accordingly claims 

exclusive representation within the Iranian opposition. 



In its current program, the organization calls for freedom of speech, expression, 

press and assembly, the free operation of political parties and trade unions, 

equality of men and women as well as equal political and social rights for all 

Iranians. 

With these demands, the "People's Mojahedin" are moving away from their 

revolutionary ideology and verbally affirming the basic values of a liberal 

democracy. Whether this change of political objective in the face of an 

unprecedented renouncement of terrorist Options for action in the long run or only 

a "lip-service" remains to be seen. 

Anyway, until 2001/2002, the organization wanted to gain political power in Iran 

by using force - not by peaceful process. Accordingly, Massoud Radjavi stated in 

1997: 

"The 'National Council of Resistance' sees the armed struggle, which in reality 

was imposed on the pioneers of resistance by the regime, as a major way of 

overthrowing the regime's religious rule. The National Liberation Army, 

which is the main tool in the fight against the mullahs' regime, has no other 

goal than to overthrow the inhumane regime. In the new section of problem-

solving, in which the military element has to be introduced to the social 

element more than ever, the 'National Liberation Army' is supported. This 

means joining the fighters of this army and seeing that act as an urgent 

national task. " 

The earlier goal of the MEK leadership was for the now disarmed NLA to invade Iran 

within the Iranian leadership, as part of the civic-war riots and escalating factional 

struggles that have been prophesied for years "Mullahs terrorist regime" should 

overthrow. Until the holding of general and free elections, the NCRI should act as 

the "transitional parliament" and Maryam Radjavi as the "transitional president". 

The supporters of the old regime should be excluded from participating in the 

elections and also punished. 

For this goal, the couple Radjavi tried for years to mobilize his followers. On a 

regular basis, the imminent end of clerical rule in Tehran was announced, and the 

worldwide NWRI supporters called for more effort. 

3 The worldwide activities of the "People's Modjahedin" 



 

An authoritarian style of leadership and, in the past, terrorist actions characterize 

the activities of MEK / NCRI. 

3.1 Authoritarian leadership style 

The organization leadership demands absolute obedience from their followers and 

constant worldwide availability. It is dominated by women under the authoritarian 

ruling couple Radjavi - most recently also within the "National Liberation Army". 

With this female dominance in the women's council The leadership of the NCRI is 

deliberately offered a counter model to the patriarchal system in Iran. 

The democracy principle propagated outwardly by the NCRI does not apply 

internally. In a system of sectarian leadership, peer pressure, the Stalinist cult of 

leadership around Massoud and Maryam Radjavi, and multiple psychological 

repressions, activists have been forced, at least in the past, to abandon their own 

personality. They had to implement the orders of their leadership without criticism.  

In the past, on the orders of Massoud Radjavi, members of the organization were 

even forced to divorce and isolated from their families so that they could devote 

themselves to the organization in their entirety and without any distraction. The 

children of those affected were - separated by gender and age groups - housed in 

the organization's own so-called children's homes in western countries. 

The NWRI followers are also being guided in Germany by long-standing female 

cadres who were subject to a permanent, bureaucratically perfected reporting 

obligation to Iraqi leaders until the loss of their headquarters in Iraq. It can be 

assumed that the leadership in the West, at least interim, has moved on to the 

previous European headquarters of the MEK in France. Characteristic of the leading 

cadres, however, remains the worldwide practiced rotation principle, which is used 

in all areas of work. In the past, it was not just a question of switching between 

bases abroad, but in particular of implementing NLA female commanders in the 

bases in Europe and North America. 

The constant rotation of the members of the cadre makes it impossible to specialize 

in a certain activity and to prevent concentration of power alongside the Radjavi 

couple. In order to carry out the worldwide personnel changes and to protect the 

leading cadres against the reenactments of the Iranian intelligence service, the 



organization of a sophisticated system of passenger smuggling is used. In the past 

happened this also using falsified personal papers. 

The members of the "National Liberation Army" were subject to a strict military 

drill. Formerly under the protection and special oversight of the Iraqi security 

apparatus, the rebel army recruited new members conspiratorially both in their 

homeland and among Iranians living in the West. In the approximately 15 camps 

and bases of the organization in Iraq, the recruits were subjected to both a military 

training and a training for guerrilla actions. The weapons came primarily from Iraqi 

stocks. It was for this reason that the organization relied on the good will of the 

Iraqi government, from whose side it enjoyed open support. 

3.2 Terrorist Activities in the Homeland 

Commands of the NLA led - reinforced after the election of the reform-oriented 

Iranian President Mohammad Khatami in 1997 until the year 2001/2002 - Guerilla 

actions in Iran by. The main targets were military and Revolutionary Guard cores, 

police stations, intelligence centers and other state institutions. In this context, the 

Iranian authorities have regularly alleged that such attacks have often injured or 

killed civilians because of the ruthlessness of their actions. 

However, victims of terrorist violence have also become high-ranking officials, such 

as a former director of Evin Prison in Tehran (1998), notorious for his inhumane 

treatment of prisoners, and Deputy Chief of Staff of the Iranian Army (1999). These 

killings were justified by the MEK in their press statements as "punitive actions" for 

human rights abuses. From 1981 until today, the organization has publicly taken 

responsibility for the assassination of a large number of Iranians, whom they refer 

to as "agents of the regime," but also for countless acts of sabotage, such as: For 

example, the attack on the Iranian Ministry of Defense on June 3, 2001. 

3.3 Reactions to MEK terrorist attacks 

Because of these acts of terrorism, the supporters of the "People's Mojahedin" 

worldwide are subject to persecution by Iranian intelligence and security services. 

Numerous officials of the organization were the victims of assassinations, in Iran, 

many of their supporters were executed. 



The NLA guerrilla attacks in Iran also frequently resulted in military counter-attacks 

by the Iranian armed forces in the form of air or missile attacks on NLA camps in 

Iraq. 

Such an airstrike in April 1992 led to a coordinated action by supporters of the MEK, 

which at the same time stormed and devastated Iranian diplomatic facilities in 

eleven countries. Germany was particularly affected, as were three objects, namely 

the embassy in Bonn and the consulates general in Hamburg and Munich 

devastated and sometimes even set on fire. It caused damage in the millions. 

The negative response to this vandalism prompted the organization to withhold 

violence in the West ever since. However, during visits to western countries in 

recent years, Iranian representatives have regularly been the target of color bag 

and egg-dropping NCRI supporters. Such and other demonstrations should 

counteract Iran's approach to the West and improve inter-state relations. 

Because of its previous terrorist actions, the MEK is listed on several lists of terrorist 

organizations. Back in 1997, the US Department of State ostracized the MEK by 

adding it to a list of 30 terrorist organizations. This classification was reaffirmed in 

autumn 1999 and NWRI was included as a front organization. 

In the United Kingdom, the MEK was also classified as a terrorist organization in 

2001 and banned. The ban, however, did not extend to NCRI and the multivariate 

weekly Modjahed published by the MEK. 

In May 2002, the MEK and the NLA - but not its political branch NCRI - were also 

included in the EU list of terrorist organizations as a result of the UK's national 

listing by a decision of the Council of the European Union (hereinafter "the 

Council") also see section 3.4). 

The resulting pressure on the organization - not least in the shadow of the terrorist 

attacks of September 11, 2001 in the USA - has probably led to terrorist attacks by 

the MEK in Iran as well as to militant attacks on Iranian officials in the West since 

May 2002 have disappeared. 

After the disempowerment of the dictatorial regime of Saddam Hussein, the MEK 

sees itself at a turning point. As part of the Iraq war, the NLA camps were 

repeatedly bombed by US forces, including the camp's main base "Ashraf" near 

Baghdad. Representatives of the US military in Iraq subsequently accepted the 



surrender of the NLA on April 14, 2003. Following the conclusion of a ceasefire 

agreement on April 22, 2003, American forces called on the NLA on May 9, 2003, 

under threat military compulsion to immediate disarmament. The organization 

succeeded in doing so on May 11, 2003. Its approximately 4,000 fighters were 

placed under US supervision in the former largest camp "Ashraf". They were 

subsequently granted residence and residence rights as refugees under the Fourth 

Geneva Convention. The NLA - as the armed arm of the MEK - no longer exists, 

although in the framework of the non-violent political orientation that has begun 

since 2001/2002 (see point 6), no explicit renunciation of militant forms of action 

has been declared. 

The future of the 3,500 or so MEK members in Camp Ashraf remains uncertain. 

Although the Iraqi government has been trying since 2003 to end the MEK presence 

in Iraq. So far, however, all announced measures have had no consequences. As 

recently as summer 2008, the NCRI pointed to ongoing negotiations between the 

coalition forces and the Iraqi government, which aims at a short-term dissolution 

of the camp "Ashraf". This development formed u.a. the occasion for continued 

demonstrations by NCRI supporters at the UNHCR office in Geneva. 

Against this background, the continued existence of Ashraf camp in the region 

seems increasingly in doubt. 

Overall, the situation of the MEK in Iraq has contributed to the fact that the 

organization is currently restricting its range of action to political agitation. Here, 

its political arm NWRI, which operates in Europe and North America, plays the 

leading role. 

3.4 Political struggle in the West 

In Western Europe and North America, NCRI is engaged in intensive propaganda 

against the Iranian system of government. The NCRI is particularly strong in 

countries with a larger number of Iranian asylum seekers and asylum-seekers 

(Germany, the Scandinavian countries, the Netherlands, France, Switzerland and 

Italy). 

The organization tries to influence the public opinion as well as social and political 

decision-makers in their favor by clever lobbying. In Germany, this strategy 

repeatedly includes attempts to establish contacts with government 



representatives and parliamentarians at federal and state level in order to inform 

them about the organization's allegedly democratic goals and to seek political 

support. 

Above all, the basis of the argumentation is the strategy of the so-called "Third 

Way", which Maryam Radjavi has endlessly promoted. According to him, a change 

in the political situation in Iran cannot be achieved either by a US military 

intervention (1st way) or by a "policy of appeasement" in Europe (2nd way). The 

so-called "third option" is the political upheaval in Iran by the Iranian people and 

their "organized resistance". This includes the "Liberation Army". The organization 

of the People's Mojahedin called Maryam Radjavi "the heart of resistance" in this 

context. The "elimination of the unjustified terrorist chain" against the MEK is a 

necessary precondition for change and the creation of a democratic Iran. 

Abroad, with this line, it has been possible to influence Iran debates to the passing 

of resolutions, in which the NCRI is described as an alternative to the current Iranian 

government system. In Germany, the attempt of political influence last appeared 

during a visit by Maryam Radjavi from 23 to 27 November 2008 in Berlin. 

However, this development should not hide the fact that the NCRI's political 

position is essentially not different from its earlier ones Differentiates positions. In 

the past, for example, the organization had claimed to represent the interests of 

the Iranian people as the "only democratic alternative" and also referred to the 

NLA as the "main tool in the fight against the mullahs' regime" (see Section 2). 

The propaganda activity of the NCRI also manifests itself in numerous publications 

of the organization. In the summer of 2007, this included a reply from the NCRI to 

a BfV publication. In the paper published on the website of the NCRI, the 

presentation of the BfV to MEK and NWRI described as "manipulated and 

questionable" - however, only seven years after the first publication of this 

publication. 

For some time now, the fight against the classification of the MEK as a terrorist 

organization has taken on a special significance in the political agitation of the NCRI. 

In particular, by listing it as a terrorist organization, the MEK risks losing Western 

countries as the basis for their political activities against the Iranian leadership, 

thereby further reducing their political isolation. Increased lobbying - in 

combination with signature campaigns and information stands in German cities as 



well - is intended to bring about the removal of the MEK from the international 

lists. 

As part of this strategy, the MEK initiated the formation of a "National Solidarity 

Front" at the end of 2001. The prerequisite for membership in the alliance was an 

active opposition to the Iranian "mullah regime", the acceptance of a strict 

separation of state and religion, and a commitment to a democratic form of 

government in Iran. On the outside, the impression was to be given that the MEK 

wanted to join forces with other Iranian opposition groups. 

In fact, this initiative of the MEK was a tactically justified "lip service". In view of the 

increasing political isolation of the MEK over the years and the awareness of other 

opposition groups that the MEK would not give up its sole proxy claim in the future, 

as expected, there was no positive response from other opposition groups. 

In parallel with the political agitation of the NCRI, the MEK appealed to the Court 

of First Instance of the European Union against its classification as a terrorist 

organization based on the EU Council Decision of May 2002 (see point 3.3) and the 

follow-up. This initially with success: in its decision of 12 December 2006, the GEI 

annulled the Council decision listing the MEK. It justified its decision by stating that 

certain constitutional principles such as the rights of the defense, the obligation to 

state reasons and the right to effective judicial protection had not been guaranteed 

in the listing procedure. 

The Council took this into account by subsequently submitting the reasons for the 

listing to the MEK. The deletion of the MEK from the EU list of terrorist 

organizations was subsequently discontinued. In a recent decision, taken on 15 July 

2008, the Council confirmed the classification of the MEK and its military arm NLA 

disarmed in Iraq in 2003 as a terrorist organization. The NHRI has been expressly 

excluded from this, as it has been in all previous Council decisions. A renewed 

verdict of the GEI of 23 October 2008 annulled an EU listing decision of 20 

December 2007, referring to an interim deletion of the MEK from the British TE list. 

The listing decision of 15 July 2008 based on new findings was not the subject of 

the hearing on 23 October. As a consequence, the MEK will be kept on the EU-TE 

list until further notice. 

4 The activities of the organization in Germany 



Until 1994, the local supporters of the "People's Mojahedin Iran" - currently about 

900 people plus a potential for mobilizing potential sympathizers - were organized 

mainly in the now dissolved "Iranian Muslim Student Union of the Federal Republic 

of Germany e.V." (IMSV). Since then, the NCRI has appeared publicly as a platform 

and political arm of the MEK's followers. The organization tries to strip its negative 

image and to present itself as a cross-party exile movement of Iranian 

oppositionists. 

Against the background of illegal fund-raising activities practiced by the NCRI in the 

past (see point 5), the organization was subject to extensive police measures in 

several western countries, including Germany. In particular, investigations by the 

Cologne Public Prosecutor's Office in December 2001 unsettled the NCRI. Initially, 

they led to a perceptible decline in past regular fundraising campaigns, with which 

NCRI finances its activities and serves to maintain its structures. The prosecution 

measures and the resulting financial difficulties resulted in the closure of numerous 

bases of the organization in the Federal territory. From the spring of 2002, this 

development led to a restructuring of the NCRI in Germany, during which the NWRI 

headquarters in Cologne, which had previously been headquartered in Cologne, 

moved to Berlin. This step should, in essence, be due to an action spectrum of the 

organization that is now geared more towards political agitation. The presence of 

the organization in the political center of Germany is, in the view of the NCRI, a 

logical measure to that extent. 

The structures of the NCRI are distributed almost all over Germany, with a focus on 

Hamburg, Hanover, Mannheim, Karlsruhe, Stuttgart and especially in the Cologne-

Bonn area. 

A hallmark of the NCRI is the professional propaganda. The supporters of the 

organization are informed by the weekly newspaper "Modjahed". Political 

propaganda also takes place via book tables and information stands, especially in 

larger university towns. In the past, the supporters and sympathizers of the 

organization also came together for regular events in which, for example, With 

video films for the entry into the NLA recruited and permanently to donations was 

called. Now and then larger gatherings take place in specially rented premises. 

Of particular importance is the use of the Internet. There are now several websites 

that contain up-to-date news from Iran, statements by the MEK leadership and the 



NCRI, online publications and references to current political campaigns. In addition, 

the NWRI website provides comprehensive information on the history, program 

and structure of NCRI and its affiliates. Furthermore, the organization makes 

intensive use of the possibility of e-mail traffic to engage media, politicians and 

interest groups in their interests. 

The organization organizes telephone and Internet conferences to communicate 

with its supporters. Such conferences serve u.a. to discuss political issues, 

disseminate propaganda statements from the MEK leadership and mobilize for 

upcoming key events of the organization. 

One focus of NCRI activities is to organize events on special occasions, e.g. on 

anniversaries of the organization or even rallies on current events. In some cases, 

this will be mobilized across borders and the participants will be brought to the 

respective venue with considerable financial and organizational effort. 

Since 2003, the anniversary of the arrest of Maryam Radjavi in France (17.06.2003) 

has been the occasion for large-scale demonstrations by the NCRI. According to 

organization information, around 70,000 people who had also been mobilized in 

Germany took part in the event, which last took place on June 28, 2008, near Paris. 

The high number of participants - although the organization indicates an 

exaggerated number - explains u. a. by the participation of numerous non-

organizational persons, who were offered a cost-effective tourist trip to Paris for 

their involvement. 

In Germany, it was last on 10 February 2005 in Berlin came to a major rally. This 

was initially banned shortly before its beginning, but could, according to a decision 

of the Administrative Court of Berlin under conditions of approx. 1,500 participants 

take place. 

5 financial sources of the organization 

The funding of the organization often involved the misuse of donations and social 

benefits. In this context, the public prosecutors in Hamburg and Cologne have in 

the past investigated NCRI members. However, numerous individual cases were 

discontinued because the accused stayed abroad and were therefore not available 

to the law enforcement authorities. Overall, however, the prosecution's 

investigations revealed that the organization had used a sophisticated, 



interdependent and highly conspiratorial financial system. So u. a. It can be seen 

that funds raised through a network of various associations (sometimes in the 

millions) have been transferred within the organization as part of a professional 

money laundering process. 

5.1 Enforcement of social benefits 

The minor children of activists working for the organization have become so-called 

"children's homes" in the western part of the country - i.a. also in Cologne - spent, 

thus deprived of the influence of her parents, indoctrinated in the sense of the MEK 

and prepared for use as an NLA fighter. In this context, in the past, social services 

have on several occasions complained of irregularities concerning the appropriate 

use of social benefits granted. For example, it was the practice of the organization 

to mistakenly hand over children to the social services as orphans in order to 

increase their social benefits. For these alleged Iranian orphans, social benefits 

were received, even though their parents were still alive and some even lived in 

Germany. 

But also in other ways, the organization procured a continuous inflow of money. In 

the office and residential centers, especially in Cologne, up to 60 people were often 

officially registered who received social benefits. There was evidence that, despite 

the constant flow of cadres to other Western countries or to the camps in Iraq, it 

was possible to consistently extend social benefits to absent persons. The amounts 

paid for these persons were transferred to previously established accounts 

managed by the MEK through a sophisticated financial system. 

Overall, this approach resulted in the payment of unjustified benefits in the 

millions. 

5.2 Abuse of donations 

The offices and housing centers rented by the organization, permanently used 

rental vehicles, the extensive use of modern technical means of communication as 

well as the diverse propaganda activities swallow up considerable sums of money 

each year, which can only be covered to a limited extent by donations from the 

supporters. Therefore, the organization is sometimes in significant financial 

difficulties. 

 



To finance its activities, the organization carries out extensive and professionally 

organized donation money collections under the cloak of humanitarian goals. 

These take place in the form of home and especially as street collections. The 

collectors usually appear in small groups of up to four people. Iranians, who have 

been systematically recruited into asylum-seeker housing, are also being recruited 

under the guidance of experienced activists from the organization. The fundraisers 

show DIN A 4 folders with information material on atrocities and human rights 

violations in Iran - i.a. Photos of tortured, executed, refugees and orphans - in order 

to promote the willingness to donate. Donors are encouraged to enter into 

donation lists and thus divulge their personal information or, with their signature 

on pre-made lists, supposedly political to support the organization's campaigns. In 

order to conceal the factual background and to make the supposedly humanitarian 

concerns plausible, various camouflage clubs appear. At the moment, here are the 

following: 

• the "Human Rights Center for Exile Iranians e.V." (MEI), Düsseldorf, 

• the "Human Rights Association for migrants e.V.", Aachen, 

• the "Human Rights Agency in Iran e.V." (HMI), Dortmund, 

• the "Association for People and Freedom e.V." (VMF), Troisdorf and 

• the "Association for Hope of the Future e.V." (VHdZ), Berlin. 

The evidence and the manipulations found - such as the use of unsealed bundles 

or the falsification of remittances - often led in the past to official intervention and 

collection bans. 

The intervention of the investigating authorities (see section 4) at times made it 

possible to considerably reduce the money-raising activities that were practiced at 

great expense. However, this did not lead to a drying up of the financial sources. 

The organization increased the pressure on its own followers to make donations. 

In this context, there were indications in the past that financially weaker members 

of the organization were even forced to take out loans in order to be able to meet 

the donation demands in some considerable amounts. In addition, house 

collections were systematically carried out during this period, which in any case 

could be expected to result in an already higher cash flow. Until its self-proclaimed 

dissolution in October 2003 occurred in particular the 



"Refugee Relief Iran e.V." (FHI) in appearance. During these home visits, potential 

donors were forced to take on child sponsorships (at a cost of approximately € 

2,400 per child / year). Until 1997, it was stipulated that these were orphans who 

were to be transferred from Iran first to Turkey and later to Europe. Since 1998 

sponsorships have been provided for children allegedly housed in children's homes 

operated by the MEK in Iran. 

The costs of accepting such a sponsorship were justified by alleged child support 

payments for these children. Sponsorships for a child have also been taught 

multiple times or divergent life issues to the child in question. In most cases, 

however, it was not in the adoption of a sponsorship. The GE-deceived were 

subsequently forced to pay much higher sums by simulating the existence of other 

siblings. In some cases, donors were ordered to pay six-figure sums and, on a case-

by-case basis, paid their entire fortune. 

The success of the FHI in the targeted implementation of home collections was 

based primarily on a massive psychological influence on potential donors. Starting 

points were worked out by psychograms that were previously created on the basis 

of the personal data of the persons in question - referred to as "objects" in the 

organization's language jargon. The practice of the now defunct FHI was at least 

partially taken over by the newly founded Tarnverein. In particular, in the context 

of house collections, the activists are deliberately trying to influence the elderly to 

make large donations or to conclude loan agreements for the benefit of the 

organization. In some cases, these amounted to several € 10,000. 

6 Outlook 

The MEK has been badly affected by the developments in Iraq and, following the 

smashing of the NLA and the widespread dissolution of its holdings in Iraq, sees the 

need for a reorientation. The previously prophesied goal of a violent revolution in 

Iran is currently not realistic; new, trend-setting strategies are not available. This 

situation, as well as the continuing hopelessness of their political struggle, have a 

motivating effect on the supporters of the MEK and the NCRI. As a result, the 

organization is finding it increasingly difficult to keep its followers on the line. 

The overthrow of Saddam Hussein's regime and the subsequent disarmament of 

the NLA in Iraq, the lack of support from the regime since then, the US military 

detention at Camp Ashraf, and the continued efforts of the Iraqi government to 



increase its MEK presence in Iraq have helped to focus the organization's action on 

political agitation. Since 2001/2002 terrorist actions or plans could no longer be 

identified. The current goal of NCRI's activities in Europe is to gain political 

significance as an Iranian oppositional exile movement in a non-violent form of 

action. Three specific tasks are in the foreground: 

1. Removal of the MEK and NLA from the EU list of terrorist organizations (in 

addition deletion of the NCRI from the corresponding US list). 

2. denunciation of the political situation in Iran, in particular of human rights 

violations and state nuclear policy. 

3. Replacing the state-run clerical rule system in Iran by overcoming it from within 

- through an Iranian "resistance movement" led by the NCRI. 

Although the actions of the MEK and NCRI are currently focused on political 

agitation, there is still a lack of explicit departure from previous terrorist behavioral 

patterns. 

In particular, the continuing explosive situation in Iraq and the unresolved 

persistence of the almost 3,500 former NLA fighters living there do not permit a 

reliable forecast. As in the past, individual - unsuspicious - supporters in special 

emotionalized situations can trust safety-relevant actions in Europe as well, eg. a 

self-immolation in June 2003 in response to the arrest of "exiled president" 

Maryam Radjavi. 

Against this background, the constitutional protection authorities will continue to 

monitor the organization and its activities closely in the future. 

OUR DEMOCRACY IS WEAR. THEREFORE: CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTION. 


